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Dateline: South Dakota

Despite Continuing Drought, This

Place Has Plenty of Birds

Editor’'s Note: We've told you
about the effects of drought on phea
ant populations out West this seasq
and that the operators providing a qua
ity shoot this year would be those wh
were able to maintain good cove
despite the lack of moisture. Well, co
respondent T. R. Hendrick just returne
from South Dakota where he hunted
place that seems to have the situati
well in control. Here’s his report.

Due to one of the worst droughts in 2
years, the pheasant population in Sou
Dakota took a real hit the past year. B
you would not have known it on my earl
November hunt alumbleweed Lodgein
Harrold, S.D(Tel. 800-288-5774 or 605-
875-3598; web site: www.tumble-

so many pheasant on their 10,000 acres
| could actually hear them cackling ever
morning while lying in bed at the lodge

n

Over my three-day stay, I'd conservativel
estimate that | saw between 200 and 3
pheasant each day. The main reason

hatabitat that the lodge goes to great lengths
y to provide. Their land is painstakingly
planted with just the right mixture of sor-
ghum, corn and residual grasses — making
it a pheasant paradise, even in the midst of
a drought season.
When Tumbleweed Lodge owner
Donny Bollwegpicked me up for my hunt
in Pierre in his Cadillac Escalade SUV, |
knew that this wasn’t one of your run-of-
the-mill pheasant outfitters. Everything
at the Tumbleweed Lodge is done first
class with great attention to detail, from
their hunting dogs and guides, to their
five-star accommodations. The newly
constructed lodge can handle from a
single hunter up to corporate groups of
y 24. All rooms are double occupancy, but
DA actually had a room to myself with my
foown bathroom and shower.

weedlodge.com)The Bollweg family has| these huge numbers of birds is the fantag

Dateline: Romania

A First-Hand Report On A

New Hunting Opportunity
Editor’'s Note: Continuing sub-
scribers will remember our April repor
about some new bird hunts on offer |n shoot river ducks from a steel-decke

ant and pigeon hunt. Well, | did manad
to bag a couple mallards, but even th
portion of the trip wasn’t your typical

duck hunt, unless you normally jumpf

tic (continued on page 2)

e sure everybody is on the same page.

At | thought that | was heading to the

Danube Delta where the Danube River
(continued on page 3)

Romania. Well, new correspondent 35-foot “duck boat” cruising the pictur-
Ralph McDowell just returned from th¢ esque shores of the historic Danube.
first organized bird shoot here, and gs I’'m not complaining. This first
expected with exploratory trips to neyv Romanian tour/hunt put together b
destinations, some things didn’t go as Gabrielle Coneaof Corporate Leisure
planned. But McDowell says the trip wgs Specialists (1701 Ponce de Leon Blvd.
a winner in his book anyway. He tells ys Suite 100, Coral Gables, FL 33134; tel.
why in the following report. 305 466-6677; fax 305 576-2760; emalil
A funny thing happened on my way gconea@aol.comyvas wonderful, and I'd
to what | thought was going to be gn return in a heartbeat. What could hav

adventurous Romanian duck and gogsebeen a disappointment turned out to

hunt — an adventurous Romanian phegasjust the opposite; but next time, I'll makI

d
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Serving The Hunter Who Travels

South Dakota ... (from page 1)

What caught my eye originally aboyt seen. They also mark and retrieve dowrjed
the Tumbleweed was the opportunity fo birds with accuracy in the tall cover. M
take a Dakota Grand Slam of pheasantguide, Barry Berg, handled these legByrq; Bird Shooters & Waterfowlers
sharptail grouse, prairie chicken and Hun-labs like a maestro, as he and the dggs
garian partridge. During my hunt, the pheas-worked the cover.
ants were so plentiful that even | was altle ~ The Tumbleweed is located 30 milgs
to limit out all three days. | harvested folir east of Pierre on Highway 14, just outsifle
Huns over the course of my hunt and misgedhe town of Harrold. The lodge providgs
my fair share of the wild flushing sharptail$. transportation from the Pierre airport apd
| did not have a shot at a prairie chickgn, in the field. During your hunt, you coul
but my hunting partner did score on one|ofride in anything from a Kawasaki Mule
these elusive birds. So, while it is not eagy,a school bus pulling a dog trailer.
the opportunity really does exist at the The South Dakota pheasant seaqon
Tumbleweed to obtain began the third week
a Dakota Grand Slam.__m‘_ end of October ang
The place also offexg: s, continues through thg
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unique things about lodge stocks over
the Tumbleweed Lodge is the fact that egchl,000 birds during the course of the yefr.
hunt is set up exclusively, with no mixin When your hunt is over, you recei
of hunting parties unless requested. If ypua Coleman cooler with your birds, cleanqd,
come in a group of four, you hunt in that tagged, shrink wrapped and frozen for fi&he Bird Hunting RepodSSN: 1084-8789) is a newslettgr

group. If you come in a group of a dozen pr trip home. Be warned, however, that Norhor the active hunter/conservationist who travels in searn of

L . the world’s best birdshooting and waterfowling, and is degply
more, the same holds true. Run by Donpywest Airlines charged me $80 to ship th&wolved in efforts to save that wingshooting for future gn-
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and Judy Bollweg, and managed by s
Michael, this operation is geared for t
discriminating bird hunter at $1,392 for
three-night/two-day hunt; $1,995 for fo

nights and three days, and $2,595 for fi
nights and four days per person for gro

of three to 24 people. The price may sou

a bit steep to some, but believe me, whening with the other outfitters in the Pier!
your hunt is over you will wonder how the¢ area to try and get these crazy flight tim

changed, but for the time being be p
- pared to lose some sleep either comi

place does it for that cost.

Some of the amenities at the Tu
bleweed include a fully stocked, open b
in the evenings. The ranch-style lodge a

and an outdoor hot tub. The meals 3
great, with homemade desserts that repl

in the course of a day’s hunt. They al
have dog kennels available if you want
bring your own bird dog, but it would

ncooler home along with my bags. Whi
e brings me to the only real negative of

r getting in and out of Pierre. My flight i
eon Northwest Airlines arrived at 11:30 p
sand the flight out left at 5:30 am. Don
dand Michael assured me that they are w

rgoing, or both, into Pierre, S.D.
0

Next to the great bird hunting, th
has two big-screen televisions, a pool taplesingle most impressive thing to me abdut_
rethe Tumbleweed Lodge was that whery i
eneame time to catch my 5:30 am flight o
ish all the calories you manage to burn ¢ff of Pierre, it was Donny Bollweg, the owngr.company
50 not one of his employees, who was up gt 8dress
fo am with coffee made to give me a ride faity/state/zip
the airport. Believe me, of the 300 reg

herationsThe Bird Hunting Repois not a booking agent, ni
is it affiliated with any booking agent, outfitter or guide.

$21/year and send payment via major credit card or US
raft. Material herein may not be reproduced without per
sion of Sedgwick Publishing Co.
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b
tough to beat the Tumbleweed’s Labra%)
retrievers. The dog work here was nothi
short of fantastic, with labs that quarter
field better than most springer spaniels I\

rtered lodges and shooting preserves 0 nature
t

g South Dakota, there won't be many thg
. Mail to: The Bird Hunting Report , PO Box 328, Boydq
atake care of you like the Tumbleweed. | v\0'> 0541 or call 301-528.0011.

e —T. J. Hendrick
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Romania ... (from page 1)

empties into the Black Sea — arguablly the well appointed lodge had its own full the craft along the banks of the river
Europe’s most spectacular wetland — fpr private bath. A dining room where wg where overhanging willows provided
three days of duck and goose hunting. Thetook our breakfast and dinner (lunchgscover. As we neared, mallards would
Delta’s 2,000 square miles of protected flush from the thickets. This “sneak-boat-
marshes, islands and waterways have bgen ing” proved surprisingly effective, but
designated a UNESCO Biosphele , the pockets of birds were few and far
Reserve, so imagine my anticipation wh¢n between. “Come back in a month,” the

| understood that | had an OK from t

Romanian government to hunt ducks apd™
geese there. Three days of waterfowling,
around which Conea planned to accom- «

pany me for a couple additional days
off-the-beaten-track touring. | was looK
ing forward to a unique adventure.
Following a pleasant flight from
New York to Vienna on Austrian Airlines
and a hop to the Romanian capital
Bucharest, we headed towar
Transylvania and the Carpathian Mou
tains. Our daytrip through alpine vil
lages, roadside markets and ancis
castles (including Dracula’s) closed wit
a dinner beneath rafters sporting st
antlers and wolf and bear skins. A qug

i

pf
d were in the field), also served as our mes
N- ing place. After breakfast the next thre
mornings, we climbed into a four-whee
ntdrive ARO (like a Land-Rover) and
h headed out. The first day we travele
hgeast to the Danube River and ferried to
r- several thousand-acre former-wetland i

tet played Romanian folksongs as t
season’s first snow fell outside.

After a comfortable night in a moun
tain hotel above the city of Brasov,

eland, which had been drained for largg
scale agricultural production (there ar
currently discussions to restore the weg

captain said. If not for my poor shoot-
ing, | still would have bagged half a
dozen or so. Before lunch, we tried to
walk up some pheasants from an island,
but no luck. The all-day Danube cruise
with shotgun at the ready — past villages,
vineyards and even the ruins of a 2,000-
year-old fortress — was something the
everyday tourist will never experience.
The two greenheads | carried back to the
t-lodge that evening were a bonus.
e Dawn on the last of the three hunt-
| ing days found us again on the agricul-
tural island — more pheasants, and also a
d successful stalk on a huge flock of thou-
asands of pigeons. On each of the three
5-days, Barbara tried her luck at fishing
- but only landed a few small ones. We
e did, however, get to add some grilled
t-fish to our riverside lunches.

lands). Miles of wheat, soybeans and co

n, My last full day in Romania, we

motored back to Bucharest to pick up Jointerspersed with thick fields of nativg spent touring Bucharest. Impressive
and Barbara, two other Americans al$o vegetation, stretched to the horizon. Tregssights — a palatial government center and
scheduled for the Delta adventure. While lined canals while cattails and reeds a 14" century church in the midst of the

Joe and | hunted waterfowl, Barbala clogged smaller drainage ditches. We busy urban workplace —and great restau-
planned to fish. Conea then left us in thedevoted the morning to pass-shootingrants. Romania is a destination unspoiled

care of a translator/guide who woul
become our constant hunting comp
ion. Not only did the young woman kno

The pigeons were not cooperativ
but the pheasants made up for it. Ro

pigeons. Later, we went after ringnecks.

by the trappings of tourism, especially if
, You go as a hunter. From the Carpathians
-to the Danube, | found the people friendly

her country’s game and terrain, she alsonian pheasants are truly wild birds that and diverse. My visit was the first bird
provided a wealth of information abodt launch like rockets and don't set their hunting trip to the nation organized by

Romanian history and culture.
A couple hours east of Buchare

wings until several hundred yards aft
t, takeoff. We flushed the birds by walkin

r Romanian-born Conea, and the bugs |
experienced will, | have no doubt, be

we meet our Romanian hunters (field them up and with organized drives using worked out. A destination shrouded by

guides) and learned that we were
headed for the Delta, after all. The dire
tor of the local hunting club explaine
that the birds migrating south from Ru

tmen from a neighboring village. Th
- action began slowly, but later, the bir

began exploding from the overgrow
- patches like coveys of quail. We coul

the communist curtain until recently,

Romania is a rough gem. If you'd like to

go, do so before it's cut and polished.
Some additional thoughts, observa-

sia didn’t usually arrive until the lattef have used some good dogs, especidllytions and tips that | would add: (1) Nail

part of November (at the earliest), a
he seemed surprised that we were exp
ing to hunt ducks and geese before th
Since that’s exactly what both Joe an
had been told to prepare for, there
apparently a major bug somewhere
the transatlantic communication syste

d for locating downed birds, but were tol
ctthat none were available. At our eveni
nmeal back at the lodge, we learned t
I the next day we’d go for ducks.

s  After a 3 am wakeup, breakfast an
na ride south to Calarasi — a river to
.along the Danube near Bulgaria —

down the hunt details and requirements
if not just an “experience” is your goal.
t(2) Don't plan on serious waterfowl num-
bers much before the end of November.
(3) Trained dogs and handlers would
have helped on the pheasant hunt. (4) The
e Romanian government requests a copy

Deciding to make the best of it, wg climbed aboard the “almost 11-meterf’ of your current local hunting license.
headed to our hunting lodge near theboatDiana. The plan, we learned as wg¢ Keep it handy. | also supplied a copy of

town of Slobozia. Each of our rooms i

headed into the sunrise, was to mot

rmy Federal Duck Stamp. (5) Autoloaders
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Although there is a three-shell limit in

without permission. (16) Even in available and checked on why her

and pump shotguns are permittefl. tos of government buildings or guar}s there should have been upland dogs

gun, my rental Benelli was not plugged. Bucharest, signs warn against drinki

With paperwork completed well in ad

g hunters did not have any at their dis-
the tap water. Bottled water is available. posal. She says the last-minateange

vance, you may bring your own shotgun (17) Feral dogs are everywhere. Although from waterfowl to upland hunting did
with a maximum of 100 shells per gunp. we had no problems, past attacks havenot afford on-the-ground operators
Lead is OK, even for waterfowl. It's im{ occurred. (18) In Romania, a few peogle time to make the arrangements, as most

portant that you account for all your shel
upon entering and leaving Romania. (
The Posada Hunting Museum, north

s are wealthy — many are poor. Infrastruc- of the dogs had already been assigned
5) ture that Americans take for granted, suchto other hunts.
Df Why didn’'t she accompany the

Bucharest, is worth a visit. It's open group on their hunt? Conea says that this

Wednesday through Sunday 8 am to

pm. (7) Romania also has world-class b

game hunting if you are interested. (8

was not given specific guidelines for tip

ping the guides and translator, but pri

guidance would have been helpful.

Guides and helpers were tireless a

worked late each day. (9) Rental cars &
available at major airports, but Conea
package included transportation. Traffi

drives to the right and fast, uses turn si

4 was basically an exploratory trip or test
run, and that she wanted to see exactly
what level of service would be provided
without her presence. “It would not do to
have them provide perfection with me
there, only to find out later that things
would be handled differently if | didn’t
tag along,” she says. “At least now | know
what the shortcomings could be and can
work with the operators on that.” As for
0- McDowell’s tipping conundrum, Conea

nals and moves over when flashed (hegd- reports that a new tipping system has been

lights). Passing against oncoming traffi

c as flush toilets, running water, electricity, implemented to help future clients.

is common. And horse-drawn carts shareland-line phones or medical facilities The bottom line here is that this trip

the road with 70-mph, double-traile
trucks. (10) Multilingual Austrian Air-

lines and hotel staff are helpful. No prol

lems with English. (11) The Romanial
government wanted proof of insuranc

[ may not be available in villages. Enjoy! is obviously not for everyone. If you need
— Ralph McDowell| your trips to go off like a well-oiled
(Postscript We ran McDowell's| machine, with each part smoothly shift-
n comments by Conea, and she agrgedng into the next, then this may not be
p. with his assessment. She says the pxthe place for you. Wait a few years for the

Details were never clear, but Conea sgidploratory trip was scheduled a bit ear]y tourism infrastructure to develop and the

that temporary traveler’s insurance wou
suffice. (12) Credit cards may be usef
in Bucharest but not in rural areas. (1

d in the season to accommodate the par-Romanian mindset to shift fully from the
Il ticipants’ availability and that had the communistic worldview to a capitalistic,
B) weather cooperated, enough ducksdo-what-is-necessary-to-please-the-cus-

Exchange cash at airports, although thgrewould have migrated to provide ag- tomer one. However, if you have a high

are some hotels and exchange house

5 iteptable shooting. Unfortunately, she tolerance level for logistical snags in ex-

the cities. (14) Travel advisories warndd says unseasonably warm weather lin-change for being among the first interna-

of pickpockets and credit card fraud.
had no problems but used cash and did

| gered in the Danube while the rest pf tional bird shooters to experience a coun-
h'tthe country experienced snow flurriep. try rich in cultural history, natural beauty

hang out in groups of strangers. Keepg aShe was told that future waterfowl and completely wild game, then Roma-

copy of your passport and additional ca:

shhunts will be organized later in Nor nia could scratch your itch.)

in a separate place. (15) Do not take pho-vember. As for the dogs, Conea says

A Romantic African Tour and
Mixed Bag Shoot Rolled Into One

Dateline: Kenya

completely different geographicgl Cheffings, who along with famed out-
regions of Kenya. The 17-day trip door writer Finn Aagaard originally

(Editor’'s Note: Correspondent] (including travel) combined bird huntt founded Bateleur as a big game safari
Kinsey M. Robinson has just returned ing with the viewing of a large variety of company. Game hunting in Kenya came

from a trip to East Africa that he say

5 game animals and bird life in some pf to an end when the country won its

will please adventurous bird shooters Kenya's most exotic spots. independence from British rule in 1977.

and spouses alike. Here's his report.)

Col. Behrens has been traveling fo Without warning, hunting was literally

| recently returned from accompar Kenya for over 30 years, and his relp- banned overnight, including safaris in

nyingColonel Dennis Behren®n a tra-

tionship with Bateleur Safaris Ltd. datgs progress, causing Bateleur to shift their

ditional East African wingshooting back to 1969. Bateleur is owned amd business to sightseeing and photo-

safari. We traveled witBateleur Safa-
ris Ltd ., visiting Nairobi and five other

operated by Michael Cheffings, a lifg- graphic safaris. The Kenyan government
time resident of Kenya and son of Jpere-opened hunting for game birds only
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in 1985, at which time Bateleur returnefl mourning and laughing doves, yello
to guiding hunts. While most othef necked spurfowl, crested francolin and placed between the beds. Come morn-
helmeted and vulturine guinea fowl. We ing, an attendant gently and cheerfully
begun to test the bird hunting markef, shot the doves as they drifted throughawakens you as he lights the lantern and
the Cheffings family has been special- the acacia trees, descending to wat

Kenyan outfitters have only recentl

izing in it since 1985 and has years (
valuable experience.

After arriving in country on British
Air, our group of seven adventurer
immediately boarded a charter aircra|
for a brief one-hour flight to our first
camp, located on the Olarelorok Rive
in the Masai Mara. The Mara is a vas
savannah that is home to hundreds

thousands and, during the migration,

millions of herbivores followed by the

big cats, hyenas and jackals. We wef
fortunate enough to be in the Mara duf

ing the peak of the migration and wit
nessed the age-old struggle of wildebesq
and zebra frantically crossing the Mar

and Talek rivers, as they moved north.

After three full days of viewing
hippos, giraffes, gazelles, elephant
ostriches, cheetahs, Cape buffalo, ral
tors and songbirds at close range, it wi
time to leave the dry grasslands of th
Mara through the Rift Valley to Island
Camp at Lake Baringo. The camp, whic
is actually a delightful lodge with grea
service and excellent meals, is locatg
atop an island four miles offshore in th
middle of Lake Baringo. Guests are fe

f guineas were surrounded and drive
although many were walked-up, as we
spurfowl and francolin. | had not sho

5 vulturine guinea fowl before this trip anc

t bagging one of the wary birds on my firs
afternoon hunt was the highlight of m)

r trip. Vulturine guineas are beautifully

t plumed, with black, white and cobal

of

sy
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tern situated on a table conveniently

rannounces that a hot breakfast will soon

n,be served. Each tent has an accompany-

eing shower tent with hot water anytime

[ on request. Clothes are washed and
ironed daily by the staff. In the morning

t you simply leave your soiled items
behind, and when you return from a
hunting or sightseeing adventure, your
clothes will be neatly folded and placed
on your freshly made bed.

Leaving Shaba, we traversed down
the Trans East African Highway to Isiolo
and then on to the luxurious Mt. Kenya
Club for a little rest and relaxation. The
club is a stunning resort with a majestic
view of 13,000-foot Mt. Kenya,
shrouded in a stole of clouds. Here, you
can pamper yourself with a hot bath and
massage, play a round of golf or just
relax at the swimming pool. Animal

p-hackles, making them one of the mo
hshandsome gamebirds | have ever see
e This region is hot and dry, and the te

rain is undulating and covered with lav,
h rock, making a quality boot or chukka

must. For adventurers not wishing to hu
dthe Shaba Reserve has many interest
b species of game, including some that m
- not be seen in other areas of Kenya. Gr

ried to and from the camp in larg
motorized canoes. Our time at Islan
Camp was spent relaxing, swimming a
touring the lake to view sea eagle
Goliath storks, crocs and hippos.
The next stop on our excursion w.
Shaba Reserve in the Samburu regi
Getting there requires traveling throug
the arid Northern Frontier District,
desolate land of high rugged mountai
and deep river gorges. This beautif
but unforgiving terrain was home t

zebra, gemsbok, Somali ostrich, geren
leopard, reticulated giraffe and good nu
d bers of elephant can be seen.
Bateleur’s neatly uniformed staff se
to your every need here. They are w
trained and totally accommodatin
nMeals in camp are served in the dini
tent, lit in the evenings by lantern an
the soft glow of candlelight. Linen table
scloths accentuate the dining experien
, along with china made especially fo
Bateleur and stemware for white and r

5t mounts of all description adorn the walls

. of the main building and a pair of 100-

pound elephant tusks elegantly guards
the archway into the lounge.

Our next stop was Nairobi, where we
t, spent the night at the Macashla House in
nd.angata. The Macashla House is a well
yappointed and immaculate six-bedroom
yprivate home converted to public use. The
k,evening offered an opportunity to rest up
-with good food, personal service and a
well-stocked bar before venturing forth
the next morning to Amboseli. The
Il Macashla House is a pleasant alternative
. to the hustle and bustle of a crowded
downtown Nairobi hotel.

Upon arriving at the Amboseli desti-
nation on Masai tribal land, one is imme-
diately overwhelmed by the sight of
monumental 19,340-foot Mount
dKilimanjaro, boldly visible only 30 miles

many a professional hunter during wines served at noon and evening meajlsfrom camp, across the pan flat desert plane.
Kenya’s big game heydays and is do}- For the main course of each meal, theThe Cheffings have an excellent relation-

ted with landmarks named Gun Sit

Ridge, Rhino Butte and Elephanft and wild game. There are plenty of fruit

chef chooses from a variety of meats, fi

hship with the Masai going back 35 years.
, Because of this relationship, Bateleur has

Mountain. Shaba was the first destina- vegetables and hot homemade bregdaccess to 600 square miles of prime bird
tion where we hunted. Bateleur hunts Every evening meal begins with a bowl territory and exclusive rights to the
in two separate areas of Kenya. In theof hardy soup and ends with the chef|s 15,000-acre Olgulului Ranch. In addition

north, gunning takes place along t
Ewaso Ngiro River outside the Shal

special dessert of the day.
Clients are housed in comfortabl

to hunting ground birds and doves, the
focus at Amboseli was on the highly

Reserve. To the south, shooting is gntwo-person tents, carpeted and fitted with prized sandgrouse.

Masai tribal land near the Tanzaniah metal-framed beds, and each person has

border and Amboseli Park. Three glor

a small but totally adequate hangin

To assist Bateluer's hunting staff
here, each shooter is assigned a Masai

ous days were spent at Shaba huntipgcloset. Lighting is provided by a gas lar- warrior, clad in bright crimson regalia, to
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serve as beater, porter and most imppr-daily combined limit on ground bird$
tantly, tracker for felled game. There (s (guinea, francolin and spurfowl) is 15 p
no need for dogs, as ground birds are
ily located and once in cover, hold well. shot at Amboseli were ring-necked dove
The exception is the guinea fowl, which Although Kenya has liberal daily bird lim

are crafty like a turkey and run like a lat¢- its, allowing up to 60 birds per shootdr,

the late season with a combined bag of 15.

er Importing guns until recently was rela-
sgun. The dove limitis 25 per day. All dovgs tively painless. There was a one-time reg-
s.istry fee of $100 per gun. Note that the

requirements have changed to be expen-
sive and time consuming. It now costs $150

season pheasant. The staff and Masai garthis trip is not designed as a high-volume per gun entering the country and an addi-

their keep by containing and drivin
guinea so hunters can take reason
shots. In most cases, shooters are p
tioned in a deep “lugger” (a dry riverf
bed) ahead of the birds, and the drive

l& world class experience.
si-  On this trip | noted that sandgrous

rsplentiful. The numbers of ground birds

shoot. It is rather a high quality shoot and tional $150 per gun when departing. But

there is no reason to go through the hassle

e of registration, fees and customs because
numbers were average and doves weréBateleur has a good selection of service-

able over-and-under and side-by-side

carefully herd the clever birds to the lug- were extraordinary. We encountered thqu-guns in 12 and 20 bore. Game Bore hunt-

ger edge until they burst into the air in|a
cacophony of whirring feathers. Drives
put up 25 to over 200 wiley birds that
rocket high over head.

Sandgrouse shoots begin aft
breakfast. Each morning, approximately
an hour after sun up, the swift-flyin

\1%4
=

to shoot singles, understanding thpt
many times solitary grouse come to drifk

ing loads, manufactured in England, are
available in number 6 shot at $15 per box.
The Kenyan bird hunting license is $100,
and there is a $50 per day area license fee
that goes back to the landowners.

If you are looking for a first class
East African safari that’s off the beaten
tourist track, in superb game country,
with the romance of a Hemingway-style
camp and experienced guides that know
how to give you personal attention, this
trip may be the perfect fit. For more in-
formation, contact Colonel Dennis

and then soak up water in their thropt sands upon thousands of guinea fowl, gndBehrenf Expedition Adventures (142
feathers for their young to drink upop spurfowl were thick as locust. The reasaonsk. Elsmere Place, San Antonio, TX
return to the nest. As on cue, small flocks for the peak numbers is that in recent yeprsr8212; tel. 210-735-2373; fax 210-737-

begin pouring into the area from hig

there has been a cycle of plentiful rains3307;

e-mail BEHRSAFARI@

overhead, darting and diving dowph during the wet season, allowing grasgesaol.com) who specializes in African and

kamikaze-like to water’s edge. The birds and ground cover to grow abundan
fly in and out for an hour or two, offer; well. Secondly, the Masai have agreed
ing excellent non-stop shooting oppo
tunities from every angle imaginable.| best bird holding lands, therefore greal
Three of the six species of sandgrouseimproving habitat.
found in Africa are present in Kenya. Thege
are the black-faced, yellow-throated amnd Sept. 1, and runs through Oct. 31. The |
chestnut bellied. We were able to bag fll season begins Feb. 1, and ends March

Dateline: Quebec

Subscriber Report - A Rave Review
of Camp Bonaventure Lodge
Editor's Note: Honor Roll Sub-
scriber Kurt Glaeseman has checked |inlocated on a natural migratory path
with another great find. This time it'§ eastern Canada. | knew that timing cou
for woodcock and ruffed grouse. He be critical, but with both resident and
gives this place a definite thumbs-up andmigratory birds available, | hoped tp
tells us why in a report that’s sure tp maximize my chances - it worked.
make you want to head north. ThanKs, | booked this hunt through
Kurt, for taking the time to share your Charles Arndt of Fin & Feather Sa-
experience with the rest of us! faris (Tel. 800-320-7117, or 205-824
If you are seeking an autumn hunt 0833; e-mail: finandfeather@
with lots of pleasant and extra possibili- mindspring. com) and was absorbe
ties, this just might be the hunt for yoy. into an existing party of three. We WeT

I was initially attracted taCamp
Bonaventure Lodgeby the description

y Argentinean bird hunts'he cost of this
ottrip was $7,000, including airfare. In or-

- to graze their cattle on certain tracts of theder to concentrate on personal service
ly and quality shooting opportunities,

Bateleur restricts hunting parties to a

The regular hunting season opepsmaximum of eight gunners and will ac-
htecept a minimum of four.

31.
three in our 20-per-gun daily limits. The Ducks and Egyptian geese may be shof in

— Kinsey Robinson

to meet in Montreal and proceed
together to the Gaspé Peninsula, but |

of the woodcock coverts, which are chose to arrive several days early so |
n could enjoy the varied restaurants of
[dMontreal, where the US dollar is so

strong. October is a good time of year
to find fresh mussels, duckling and foie
gras - reason enough for a stop. When
I met the others at Montreal’s Central
Station, we boarded an all-night train
called Le Chaleur. We had a good meal
on the train and then retired to effi-
cient but comfortable sleepers. Even

e today there is a wonderful excitement
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Is

about hurtling through the darknes
in a train. Sufficient light allows
snatches of dense forest and tiny v
lages with rain washed streets af
white church steeples. It seemed
shame to pull the curtain and blacke
the little couchette.

We arrived at Bonaventure abot
8:30 am and were met by lodg
operatorGlenn LeGrand and one of
his guides. Transfer of luggage wa
quick and efficient, and we were so0
at the lodge. Camp Bonaventur
Lodge is beautifully situated in
birch park with water in the back
ground, less than 10 minutes from th
train station. In the summer it accon
modates 12 guests for Atlantic salmd
fishing, but for grouse and woodcoc
shooting, the number of hunters
limited to eight. Double occupanc
rooms are spacious and comfortabl

I- ners of scallops, shrimp, pork loin an

atheir own wine and before-dinner cock
n tails.
On the last day, my hunting

e the guide called a woodcock “flight.”

After working so long and hard for
sthe resident birds, we were unprg
n pared for the sudden abundance
e white “splash” on the ground and th
. dog signaling a point every few min

utes. It did not take us long to colleg
eour limit of four woodcock each. We
- never did limit out on ruffies, of
nwhich three were allowed per day. BY
k we got enough of them to keep ou
s appetite whetted.

As for the appropriate gun for thig
e,hunt, this might be the place to brin
and each has a large private bath-a classy double, but think lightweigh
room. The rooms were designed for and short barrel. | used a 25-inch 1
the hunter’'s comfort with ample spade gauge with #7.5 shot and liked th
for a gun case, suitcases, huntingcombination. A heavy, long-barrelec
clothes and all the other parapherng-gun is simply a handicap in the dens

[«

s tacular, featuring wholesome breakfasts,four days plus about $330 for the round-
attractive lunches with dessert and dif- trip train with sleeper. Considering the

d variety of experiences, | found it a good

droast beef. Guests are welcome to bripgvalue for the money.

-Kurt Glaeseman
(Postscript Bird hunters traveling
to Canada can get a nonresident Fire-

t buddy, our guide and | got into what arms Declaration Form from the Cana-

dian Firearms Centre (CFC). Call 800-
731-4000 or go to their web site at
- www.cfc-ccaf.gc.ca and click on “Visi-
bftors to Canada.” Save time at the border
e by filling out the form before arriving,
but don’t sign it. You are required to sign
t the form in front of a Canadian Customs
officer. You can also pre-process if you
are entering Canada through Customs
t offices at: the Sault Ste. Marie and Fort
r Frances Customs offices in Ontario;
Winnipeg International Airport in
Manitoba; Regina and Saskatoon Inter-
J national airports in Saskatchewan; and
| the Edmonton and Calgary International
2 airports in Alberta. Visit the CFC web
b site or call for more details.)

e

lia that one seems to collect. brush here.

Each of the four guides has his own On Sunday evening we took th
collection of bird dogs, and no guidg train back to Montreal and then flew
ever takes more than two persons gerour separate ways. Other traveling o
hunt. My guide had beautifully trained tions exist. The lodge is approxi
English pointers that seemed to wortk mately an 11-hour drive from Boston
easily in twisted brush and tangled nine hours from Portland and Montrea
alder thickets. This is not a hunt fgr and several hours from Bangor. Th
someone with walking problems of commercial airport in Bonaventure
diminished stamina. Resident birds also receives flights from Montreal.
never flushed when we walked right
over them, so the hunt depends on theng firearms into Canada, but this wa
dogs. When the dog’s bell stops, yqu easy at the Montreal Airport. Simply
have to bust through the undergrowth, get a Gun Declaration Form and fill i
try to get ahead of the dog, and be regdyout (but do not sign it) before you
for what is usually a snap shot. The firt leave. At the airport an official will
few days, we were hunting coverts that check the serial numbers of each gu
contained only resident birds. Both tHe charge you a US$35 importation fe
woodcock and the grouse seemed wis€(it's easy to pay by credit card), an
to the hunt system, and would stalrt wish you, ‘Bonne ChasdéKeep the
moving as the dog held point. We man- stamped form in your possessio
aged always to get several woodcogkwhile you hunt.
and perhaps a grouse each, but the hunt  The precise timing for this hunt
was never easy. It was demanding ahds difficult, so you have to rely on the
rigorous, but we were at the height ¢of outfitter’'s advice and the law of aver
the fall color; the woods were damp arjd ages. Our trip was from Oct. 8-14, an
appealing and there were mushroor
and cranberry bushes everywhere.

We hunted for four days — in th
morning and again later from 2 unt

migration. As | mentioned before
e however, the area does produce a |
| of resident birds.

Some hunters worry about bringf

D

Honor Roll Subscribers

)_

The Bird Hunting Reporncour-

, ages subscribers to file reports on great
e places to hunt or important news de-
velopments that help the rest of us de-
cide where to go (or not to go!) hunt-
ing. Subscribers who file unusually
S important and useful reports are placed
on what we call our Subscriber Honor
Roll and receive a special Bird Hunt-
ing Report Honor Roll Cap.

Our current Honor Roll subscrib-
n.ers are:Ron Barr, Kurt Glaeseman,
e Robert Gow, Brooks HadeHerbHam-
l mer, Henry Harrison, Edward B. Hayes,
Bill Hedgpeth, Jim KellyRichard
N Lichtenberg, Dave MacEacherBjck
Mider, Richard Shackleton, Greg
Tarquinio andRichard Welsh.

If you have a report on an inter-
esting hunting trip, why not send it in
d and see if you can get your name on

nswe managed to get one day of the our Subscriber Honor Roll? Writghe

Bird Hunting Report PO Box 328,
oiBoyds, MD 20841. By fax: 301-528-
2497. By e-mail: support@

5:30 pm. Meals at the lodge were spgc-  The cost of this hunt was $1,755 fo

I pnmsi.com.
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Things To Do, Places To Go, New
Developments

Continuing subscribers know w
have been following developments i
Cordoba, Argentina, aft@&ranz-Ulrich
Kinsky of Argentina Wings (Tel. 011-
54-3488-441313; e-mail: kinskywings
@arnet.com.ar; web site: www.argen
tinawings.com.ar) and a group of cli-
ents were robbed at gunpoint while lod
ing at the luxury hotel La Paz last Jun
At press time this month, we heard fro
Kinsky, who e-mailed us from Vienng
Austria, with an update on security

d
velopments, his efforts to extract corI

pensation from La Paz for his client
and the creation of a Cordoba outfitt
association of sorts.

Briefly Noted

and national authorities. The Cham
will defend the interests of the group

such, have an influence in administrati
e and other regulations concerning o
N business, such as licensing, providi
security, follow up, etc.” He says he pe

In his note he tells us that negoti
tions with La Paz have not gone well, wi
the management refusing to make a
allowances or compensations for the fu
and property stolen by the thieves. Kins
maintains that because La Paz had not
vided any kind of security at all, that th
should bear some of the responsibility f
the occurrence. “For some time, we a

- sonally invited La Paz to join as a mer
h ber, but the hotel declined. We'll hav
ymore information on this Cordoba Hun
sing Chamber, who has joined and wh

their plans are in a future issue. In t
romeantime, Kinsky says that one of thq

efforts now is to negotiate with polic
r and National Guard officials for a radi

rNeuland LTD., a Mennonite coop that
s owns most of the farmland growing pea-
e nuts in the Chaco area of Paraguay. Seems
Lir Von Sneidern has worked out a joint ven-
ngture investment with the Coop and has
r- remodeled the seven existing double
rooms and added another seven new
ones, plus a reception/dining room and a
bar facility. Boqueron is fully air-condi-
tioned, and the rooms are said to be large
with two full-sized beds in each and pri-
vate baths. The drives from Boqueron to
the fields will be less than 30 minutes on
surrounding Neuland Coop lands.

Von Sneidern’s staff will handle the
daily operations at the lodge, with
kitchen help provided by the same group
that owns and manages the popular
Girasol Steak House nearby. For clients

n- with private planes, there is a 3,000-foot
e dirt runway only two miles from

|- Boqueron, and there is the nearby mili-
at tary airport of Mariscal Estigarribia, with
nea 12,000-foot runway that was chosen
iras an emergency landing strip for the
e Challenger space shuttle.

D Von Sneidern says he has worked

dsystem that will put all lodges and m

- out a 10-year contract with the Neuland

other outfitters had been using La Pgz,bile operators in direct and permangnt Coop for the exclusive use of the lodge
which was advertised as a super, five sfarcontact with them. “Thus if anybody segs from April through the end of July.
convention center, estancia/hotel, leadingor even imagines something suspiciolis,Because of this relationship, he says his
all to believe the establishment was fully all he has to do is press the Micro activfa-operation will also have priority when

licensed, managed, staffed and protec
accordingly,” he says.

As he was leaving Argentina for hi
trip to Austria, he says La Paz mana
ment had broken off negotiations a

edor and ask for help,” he says.

As for Kinsky’s operation, next se
son, Kinsky says he will be operati
e-his high-volume dove hunts out of
d place calleEl Solar de La Pampa He

requesting access to the farms owned by
- the members of the Coop. Rates for 2003
g will run $2,600 for four hunting days
and four nights and $2,000 for three
hunting days and four nights. That cov-

the matter has since proceeded to colirtplans to furbish the place, adding two ers airport assistance, gun entry permits
“One thing | can say is that | will not go bathrooms among other things. Kinsky and hunting permits, accommodations
back to La Paz as long as they continuedescribes El Solar as a very comfortalpleand meals and ground transportation.

under the same management,” s
Kinsky. He goes on to say that the pla
has continued to have troubles, with
attempted break-in in full day light, fol
lowed by an assault on one of the maig
At press time we had not been able
reach anyone at La Paz, but a word
warning may be in order here.
Regarding security in genera
Kinsky says he and a number of oth

sold house that belongs to some
efriends. The house has six double roo
nand six bathrooms, a very large livin

room, dining room, fireplace, a swim
s.ming pool and a park surrounding it.
to
of coe
Remember that new lodge we to
, you Erland Von Sneidern of Gran

er Chaco Adventures (Tel. 011-591-332

operators have worked together to create3221;e-mail: erland@infonet.com.bo;

a Cordoba Hunting Chamber, which
describes as “an organization created
represent us as a group to governme
game and natural resources administ

e web site: www.dovehunting.com)was
tobuilding in Paraguay for his pigeo

rathe place. Called Boqueron Lodge, it

tion, security forces and other provincifl owned by the Cooperatividultiactiva

Id Roundtrip charter from Asuncion is
s$500. Bird boys are $10 per day and
g shotshells are $10 per box.

Continuing subscribers will recall a
report in our February issue on a planned
South Dakota pheasant hunt by correspon-
d dentMel Toponce Part of the trip was to

be a do-it-yourselfer, while the rest of the
trip was to be handled for Toponce by an
outfitter. Well, Toponce recently returned
from his trip to South Dakota, where he
N and his hunting party experienced some

ntshoots? Well, we just got the details ¢n ups and downs on their hunt, particularly

is with the self-guided portion of the trip.
Here’s what Toponce had to report:
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The first part of our trip, you'll| being able to park our vehicles directl
remember, was a self-guided hunt aroundin front of our ground level rooms. Thg
Doland, in northeast South Dakota. We haddog was housed in a heated utility roor
arranged to stay with a couple that hadin a dog crate. We purchased lunch iten
opened their home to hunters bed-arjd-from a market, and took the remainder
breakfast-style and had secured free hyntour meals in local restaurants. We four]
ing access to various farms in the area. Well,The Homesteader Steak House (tel. 60
at the last minute they were not able f0835-8881) to be popular with pheasal
accommodate our group, due to a medigal
problem in the family. We were referred
another lady in the same town, who put us
up in her home. We spent one day scouting
and two days hunting on both nearby state
and private lands, and came away cgn-
vinced that pheasant populations here were
way down, and that the area was possibly
over-hunted. After two days of hard hun-
ing with a very good dog, the three of Us

who were hunting had taken a total of ei
birds. | strongly recommend that anyol
planning a trip of this nature eliminate tl
Doland area from consideration.

We next moved to Gregory, about
three-hour drive southwest, where
checked in to th&ray House Inn  Motel
(RR 2, Box 29, Gregory, SD 57533; tel.
605-835-8479and were greeted by ow
ers Bruce and Alice Shaffer. We found t
place to be clean, nicely equipped wi
gueen beds, cable TV, and air conditio
ing, all reasonably priced at $50 per nig
One feature that we appreciated was

thunters. Another place here where hur
e ers can stay is the nearby Hillcrest Mot
e (PO Box 349, Burke, SD 57523; tel. 605
775-2654), where part of our group stayé

a a few more days after my wife and | left.

e They found owner Kathy Oliver to bg
very accommodating to hunters, and th

was a reasonable $55 per night.
e Our hunting in Gregory was prima
h rily with guideJoe Kirwan (RR 1, Gre-
-gory, SD 57533; tel. 605-835-8585As
t.1 mentioned in my previous report
uKirwan hunts on approximately 1,20(

y acres of his family’s land and has hunt-

ing agreements on another 7,000 acres

n,of grazing land, farm ground, river
nsbreaks and grasslands. He is also a regis-
pftered guide with the Rosebud Indian
dTribe, giving him access to one entire
5-county and parts of three others. For his
nt pheasant hunts, however, he stays pri-

marily around Gregory. | first hunted with
Kirwan in 1981 and had an enjoyable
time. | had found him to be competent
and responsible. On our current hunt, 21
years later, nothing had changed, and
we all gave Kirwan our highest ratings.
On our first day, the three of us bagged
our limits of three birds apiece in two
hours. The second day brought even
quicker results, with the three of us bag-
t-ging our three-bird limits in one hour
el and 10 minutes. Kirwan supplemented
- our dog with an outstanding one of his
down that worked wonderfully with ours.
If you decide to try this trip your-
self and plan to fly with your own dog,
ebe advised that United Airlines does not

dog was allowed in the room. The rate fly dogs into Sioux Falls, east of Gre-

gory. Northwest Airlines, however, does.

Also, we found auto rental rates in Sioux
Falls to be very high, at least during the
pheasant season. By going online, we
were able to rent from National Car

Rental at a substantial savings.

This section offhe Bird Hunting
Reportis based entirely on subscribef
written Bird Hunting Reporforms re-
ceived by our offices. It is designed
provide first-hand opinions on what i
happening in the field. Our policy &he
Bird Hunting Reporis as follows: We
publish excerpts in the newsletteBfd
Hunting Reportsas received, except i
cases when booking agents or oultfitte
submit reports on hunts in which the
have a financial stake or when we ha
reason to question whether there are
terior financial or personal motives of
the part of the person submitting the r
port. It goes without saying that a singl
report in this section should not be take

Outfitter Critiques:

the Good, the Bad, the Ugly

as the final word on an outfitter's com
- petence. Many elements of a hunt a

subjective. What is wrong for one huntg
0 may be right for another. Moreover, per
sonality conflicts often occur on hunts
It is obvious that hunters, as well as ou
fitters, can be the cause of a ruined hur
We think all seasoned hunters can sg
this out and make proper use of @ird
rsHunting Report Progran®©ur pages are
y open for a rebuttal of equal length b
eany affected party. For details on how t
I- order photocopies of thBird Hunt Re-
ports see the Bird Hunt Report Servic
box elsewhere in this section.

Subscribedohn “Jeff” Schneider

has filed a very positive report about

D

b-
e
n

goose hunt he enjoyed in Alberta this
repast season witbarrel Wise Guide
r Service(PO Box 935, Corvallis, Mon-
L tana 59828; tel. 406-961-5234; fax 406-
. 961-5413; web site: www.thewiseman.
- com). In a letter he writes, “Wise invented
t.the Real-Geese decoys and also a unique
rthay bale blind that is devastatingly ef-
fective. Guiding for 35 years in both
Canada and the US, Darrel Wise is one
of the best callers | have ever hunted
D with and his attention to detail is sim-
ply amazing.
“Although the Central Alberta area
is suffering from the worst drought in 130
years, Wise was able to provide plenty of
A action for us on both Canadas and white-

a)
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fronted geese. Ducks were slow due
the severe lack of water, but Wise

friendly association with the local farm}

ers made goose hunting a sure bet.
“The lodge is very comfortable an
suitable for ladies. The food was simp
marvelous and the equipment first clag
He even supplied your choice of mus
in all locations, including while you
were getting ready to hunt or were pu
ting your gear back into the vehicles.
“Wise guides parties of up to nin
hunters from Sept. 1 to the end of Oct
ber at a cost of $500 per day, per pers
If you add in car rental for the drive fron

tokitchen facilities, and a shower that feg
s great at the end of a long day afield. Grg
Valley has a good cafe, and a gene
store, along with gas station, post offi
|l and other necessaries. The country
y rolling grasslands with some dry whe
s.farms, all providing good cover for hun
c ing. Oregon has suffered some droug

but where there is water, there are w
t- birds to be found.

“The cost for a non-guided hun
on planted birds was $13 per chuk
D- (minimum of 10) or $25 per bird fo
DN.
N

a}

Edmonton, tips and game cleaning, y:

are in the area of $600 per day, per per-
son. Licenses and shells can be purchaked

at a local home hardware store, so th
is no need to bring anything but you
shotgun. This is a first class hunt for th
discriminating sportsman. Around 8
percent of his business is repeat, so
know he is doing something right.”
SubscribeMichael Inglis has filed
a positive report about an unguided hy
in eastern Oregon provided 8cott
Meyers of Lone Rock Ranch (61909
Lone Rock Road, Grass Valley, OR
97029; tel. 541-565-3331; web site
www.lonerock ranch.com) He writes,
“Grass Valley is about one hour and 4
minutes north of Bend, Oregon, and abg
an hour south of the Columbia Rive
gorge. The ranch is about two and a h
hours east of Portland. | drove from Ld
Angeles to the Lone Rock Ranch ar

Uy

pheasant (minimum five birds). Th
ntprices ranged for the bunkhouse

chosen. My very adequate cabin w

available from Meyers. In addition t

It fields in spreads with primarily
1sswvindsocks for decoys. Hunters lay on
Falmats in the field with camo coverings.
e Merting says that because geese are not
isthe primary interest of most people here,
At so they are not hunted very much and
- decoy well. He says collectors looking
ht,for Ross’s geese would do well on this
Id hunt, as his group of three took five

t

$

S;
depending on the accommodatiopsare conducted by outfitte€arlos

mature birds in one day of shooting. He
says that even the snow geese were not

ar very wary. He advises, however, that most

shots were at 40 yards, requiring use of
larger-sized shot. Merting reports that
Gibson has access to large chunks of land
and is able to move hunters wherever
the birds go. “Having hunted snow
geese in Canada, Texas, Louisiana and
Virginia, | have not seen any better hunt-
ing than what Hoot has,” he says. He
gives Gibson an all-excellent rating and
reports paying $125 per person for an
all-day hunt with a mid-day lunch break.
SubscriberMark Minnis raves
about a Mexican dove shoot he has en-
joyed for the last 17 years. The shoots

hsAcostaand his brother@ 305 N. Grand

$35 per night. Dogs and handlers greAve., #207, Nogales, AZ 85621; tel. 011-

D 52-647-428-0077; fax 011-52-647-

planted and wild bird hunts, Meyer
5 also can provide access to bass and r
utbow trout fishing all year long, privat

blfmouth and steelhead in season,
s access to the White River. Frankly, th
d hunting was enough for me on this tri

hunted three days as a tune-up bef

going further east to hunt wild quail and event with Meyers in the future.
Hungarian partridge. While Meyers hgs
wild birds, | arrived before the seasdn priced and a terrific value. Meyers
opener to hunt planted chukar as train-a wonderful host, and this is gre
ing for my year-old German wirehairefl country to be in. All in all, this was
and to refresh my German shorthair. Sifn-very nice trip that | would recommen

ply put, Meyers has great ground ov
10,000 private acres, much of which

his own property. The three days | hunt
on Meyer’s property | was on large trac
of land and never repeated an area. N¢
less to say | did not see any other huntg

“Meyers has access to sever
“bunkhouses,” varying from smal
homes to very adequate cabins, both
which permit the hunter to stay with hi
dogs. | stayed in a small cabin that w

rebut | would like to do a cast-and-bla

“I found the trip very reasonably

br without reserve. | plan to go bac
s myself soon.”

ad LI )

S SubscribeMark Merting has good
edthings to say about a goose hunt he

sas, withJohnny “Hoot” Gibson of
n| Goose Busters Guide Service (Tel. 901
593-0767) Merting reports seeing
ofplenty of white-fronted snow and Ross
5 geese that decoyed well. He says t
bshunt was a one-day add-on to a du

s 428-0279; e-mail: carlosacosta_@
inhotmail.com). Acosta’s operation is

)

S

s
Kk

very comfortable, with good beds an

-
rsjoyed last January in Stuttgart, Arkam- hacienda or in a motel in town. The ha-
The birds were great and flew very wel|.

based in the town of Alamo in Sonora,

r access to the John Day River for smdll- Mexico. Minnis says this is a remote

naagricultural area about an hour out of
e Obregon, where Acosta has access to
)!
5t planted with milo. The hunting takes

thousands of acres of private land

place on flyways between the roosting
areas and the fields in the mornings and
over waterholes in the afternoons.

t Minnis says the morning shoots are best

and that hunters can expect 75 to 80
percent of the doves to be whitewings,
with the remainder made up of mourn-

ing doves and the occasional pigeon.
Drives to the shooting areas vary from
15 minutes to one hour.

Minnis says hunters stay in an

cienda sits on 3,600 acres of Acosta’s
own property and features large double
rooms with fireplaces, hot showers and

s good beds. Minnis says there is also a
nispool, surrounded by lovely manicured
ckgrounds. He says Acosta’s wife serves as
d hunt. Shooting was in cutover soybegnthe cook and prepares “incredible”
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meals, featuring barbequed steaks, dqveand maybe a duck or two. “After my

!

tacos, homemade bread, chicken

deserts topping it off. Lunch is usuall

in the field followed by an afternoor

siesta on cots in the shade.
The town of Alamo was built in

two or three days worth of sightseein

activities here for spouses, including

shops and other tours. There is alsa

hotel here with a spa, although Minn
says it is not a sophisticated one.
The one downside to this hun

according to Minnis, is reaching Alamg

He says you must fly into Hermosill
and then take another flight int

Obregon, which has limited air service

with sometimes inconvenient fligh
schedules. However, he says there is
airstrip in Alamo that hunters with pri
vate planes may use. Despite the tra
route, Minnis says that hunters will hay
“the time of their lives” in Alamo.
Minnis reports paying $350 a day fd

this hunt. He says Acosta will rent clif

ents a 28 gauge shotgun for $1
(advance notice required), and th
shotshells are $10 a box.

Overseas in South Africa, subscrib
Thomas Farrell enthusiastically recom-
mends a waterfowl hunt he enjoyed th
past June witllohn X Safaris (Hillside,
Sidbury, Eastern Cape, 6131, South
Africa. Tel. 011-27-42-235-1324. Fax
011-27-42-235-1276. E-mail: johnxsaf
@intekom.co.za, Web: www.john

y Roboduck. It was that effective.”

SubscribeMartin Coffman gives

s He simply contacted\rizona Bureau

, 222 N. Central Ave., Phoenix, AZ

D

%

creek beds and other areas where

his friends then used the dogs to fi

the birds, walking along the cover an

xsafaris.co.za)He says he completed
10-day big game hunt early and was

ern Cape/Port Elizabeth area and

other day shooting geese over a fiel
He says he and his guide set out 20 Eg
tian goose decoys, a single magnu
spurwing goose decoy and a he
Roboduck that Farrell had brought with
him. “Within 15 minutes, there were si
dead Egyptian geese in my spread,”

hours of hunting) resulted in 17 Egyp-
tian geese, three spurwing geese anfl
yellow-billed duck. My Benelli’'s barrel
never cooled down.”

Farrell says this is considered
collector’s hunt, usually offering six td

10 Egyptian geese, one or two spurwingstwo out of the three days they hunted
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nerecommends is driving around the roac
says. “The rest of the day (about folir here watching for running birds. Whe

a lenge was getting to them. Despite tha

roads all over the BLM land and gettin

Arizona the thumbs up as a destinatic
1600, and Minnis says there are at leasfor self-guided quail hunters. He trav}
g eled to the Ajo area in Southwestern Ar
a zona in October of last year and huntg
church from 1675 and a number of small Gambel's quail with some friends an
ahis dogs. “Anyone can do this,” he say.

of Land Management (PO Box 45155,

. 85004; tel. 602-417-920nd ordered
maps of the areas he wanted to hunt. Alldecent and cheap at $50 per night. They

er Bureau of Land Management (BLM
properties are public lands open to hurft-ing took place in the marshes that sur-
ising. Coffman says he just drove aroundround Cumberland Lake, where the
the BLM lands around Ajo looking for

The terrain in this area is typical

chunt,” he says, “l was told there was njo Sonoran desert, he says, with lots of cac-
salads with flan and other homemadgeway | was leaving South Africa with my

tus and open land interspersed with small

arroyos that contain water only when it

rains. The ground is mostly flat with some

rolling hills and some trees. Coffman
nrecommends hunting in the early morn-

ing and late afternoon to avoid the worst
- of the heat. He also warns that dogs may
dneed a while to adapt to the dry scent-
| ing conditions, and will need lots of
5. water brought along for them.

As for accommodations, Coffman
says they stayed at a local motel in Ajo
called the Blue Marine, and which allowed
dogs in the rooms. He describes it as clean,

ate at local restaurants, featuring South-
western cuisine and genuine Mexican fare.
He says the cost of this hunt was only about
$200 per person for three days, including
the cost of an Arizona small game hunting
license. And while snakes can be an issue
here when it is still hot, Coffman says he
did not see any.

SubscribeiTom McGrail reports
enjoying his third duck hunt this past
October with outfittedohn Carriere
(Tel. 306-888-2098)n northeastern
Saskatchewan outside of a town called
Cumberland House. He says the hunt-

majority of the birds are mallards in
dull plumage. He says each day his

birds would be seeking shade. He amdguide, Floyd McKenzie, would scout

for ducks and continually put him in
“the right place at the right time.”

A watching about 100 to 200 yards aheadShooting was from natural blinds in
ablefor the running birds. They then woulg
to spend a day sightseeing in the E

the feeding areas. After taking a limit

t-circle around the covey to try to cut them of ducks, McGrail says he would then
n-off and flush them. “Traditional quail
d.hunting methods do not work well of
pthis species,” Coffman warns. “You havi
mto do a lot of walking and keep youf
nbearings about you, as there are mapyHouse, which he says adds to the ap-

go fishing for walleye.

He describes the camp as remote,
b set on the banks of the Mossy River
about 20 miles out of Cumberland

) peal of the place. In fact, it is so re-

lost would be easy.” Another method he mote that there are no telephones

they saw a covey, he says they wou
arive past a ways and circle around

cut them off. Coffman reports seein
hundreds of birds here, but says the ch

he reports his group killed their limits

savailable at the lodge. McGail gives
n Carriere an all-excellent rating and
drecommends the hunt to fellow sub-
o scribers who want to hunt ducks in a
) marsh setting. He says he is already
blplanning a return trip for 2003 and
t,gives the cost of the hunt as $1,200
for six days, with shotshells running
another $14 per box.
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Planning a Hunt?

Don't leave without checking out our special Hunt Report Service!

The Bird Hunting Report has special hunt packages that
include our complete file of subscriber-written reports, as
well as any stories our writers have filed on a particular area,
lodge, guide, booking agent, or species of bird.

Upland Bird Hunting

U In the United States (approx.145 pages)
U In Central & South America (approx. 125 pages)

U In Mexico (approx. 58 pages)
U In Canada (approx. 35 pages)
Waterfowl Hunting

U In the United States (approx.126 pages)

U In Argentina (approx. 39 pages)
U In Mexico (approx. 48 pages)
U In Canada (approx 72 pages)
U In Europe (approx 19 pages)

Available Hunt Reports

Order these reports to find out who is getting good marks in
a given area. Order them to check out a guide or outfitter you
are considering. Use these reports to plan your upcoming trips.
Reports contain stories and hunt reports from 2000 - 2002.

Bird Hunting Around the World

$72.50 Q Hunting the Elusive Turkey (approx. 45 pages) $22.50
$62.50 QO Hunting Grouse (approx. 114 pages) $77.00
$29.00 QO Hunting Pigeon (approx. 95 pages) $47.50
$17.50 QO Pheasant Hunting (approx. 112 pages) $66.00
$63.00 U Create your own custom report.Select by Lodge/Guide,
: Region, Species; $5.00 per Report plus .50 per page.
$19.50
$24.00
$36.00
$9.50

Advertise in the “Back of the Book.” Call Kathy 301-528-0011 or fax 301-528-2497. Ads are $2.00/word. They are
published as a reader service. All items in this section are paid advertisements

TEXAS WINGSHOOTING

Qualil, Pheasant & Chukar. First class
lodging, experienced guides
& professional dogs.
800-363-4909

WILD QUAIL / SOUTH TEXAS
Great crop of birds
La Media Lodge
956-845-6600
lamedialodge.com

KJELL ERLAND VON SNEIDERN
Wingshooting for doves iBolivia
& Pigeons inParaguay.
Come and enjoy with us, from
our exclusive headquarters.
Our seventh successful season in
these destinations.

Visit our web site:
www.dovehunting.com
Or contact us at:
561-364-5650

WING SHOOTER'’S PARADISE

CoveyRise Lodge featured iftHe Bird
Hunting Report,April 2002 issue,
Dateline Tennessee.

No Limit, 17-25 coveys a day. Hard-
flying, early-release birds. We

offer the finest full-service hunt available.

One hour west of Nashville.

Contact: CoveyRise Lodge
931-729-1333

SHOOTING IN ICELAND
Ptarmigan or geese shooting.
Four-day tour, three days shooting,
price USD $1,950 per gun.
Allincluded: transportation, board
and lodging, guiding and license.

Angling Club Lax-a
Tel: 354-557-6100
E-mail: harpa@lax-a.is
Vatnsendablettur 181, 203 Kop, Iceland
www.lax-a.is

NANUK GOOSE CAMP
The Ultimate Fly-in Goose hunt.
Hudson Bay, Manitoba, Canada.
Snows, Blues, Ross’s, Canadas and Duc]
Staging in unbelievable numbers.
Aug. 15 — Sept. 20
Special May Spring Season.

S.

SOUTH DAKOTA PHEASANT
HUNTING
Hunt the “Grand Slam of the Dakotas”
Pheasant - Sharptail Grouse - Prairie
Chicken - Hungarian Partridge
10,000-plus acres private habitat: family
owned/operated ranch.
All-inclusive packages: family or corporate
incentive hunts for 24 guests.
Host of 2000 and 2001 South Dakota
Governor’s Hunt
2002: Showcased on OLN'’s:
Bird Dogs Forever
Tumbleweed Lodge
20239 321 Ave, Harrold, SD 57536
800-288-5774
www.tumbleweedlodge.com
michael@tumbleweedlodge.com
Call or write for brochure and references.

American plan — Owner Management.
See Dec. 2001 Issue

Nanuk — 306-296-4403
www.nanukl.com

AIM ADVENTURES
Worldwide Consultants Featuring
Big Game Hunts
Waterfowl Hunts
Upland Bird Hunts
Fishing Adventures
Corporate Retreats
Don’t wait — Book now
Call toll free: 877-374-4868
Fax: 925-679-8675
E-mail: aimhunts@pacbell.net

Website: www.aimadventures.com

NO MINIMUM SIZE
GROUP REQUIRED
Argentina Dove Hunts
Cordoba #1 - Totoral
Four days, eight shoots, 2,500 shells -
$1,450
Cordoba #2 — La Paz
Four days, eight shoots, 2,500 shells -
$1,799
Combination hunt
Bahia Blanca - La Victoria
Seven days, 10 shoots, 1,000 shells $2,300

“We take ya, don't send ya!”

Africa, Arizona, Florida, Mexico, Nicaragua

Tel: 305-259-5767
www.PanAmericanOutfitters.com
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RED-LEGGED PIGEON/WHITEWING
YUCATAN, MEXICO

No minimum size group required.

Season Dec. 15, 2002 — March 15, 2003
Four nights, three days, six hunts

Cost: $795 First 50 hunters to book
$895 Second 50 hunters to book

$995 All others

Black-Throated Bob White
Only in theYucdan, Mexico, over dogs
Dec. 15, 2002 — March 15, 2002
Hunt over pointers
Four nights, three days, six hunts
Cost: $1,995 to $2,395

Best Duck Hunting in Mexico
Not driven by airboat — all natural. Poled
into the mangroves by Mayan guides.
Four nights, three days, six hunts
Cost: $1,995
Our 33rd year serving
discriminating sportsmen
International Adventure
308 Mikel Avenue
Maryland Heights, MO 63043
Ph: 314-209-9800 Fax: 314-209-7688
Web site:

RANCHO “EL PALOMAR”
Located in Alamos, Sonora, the white-
wing capital of western Mexico,
Rancho El Palomar can offer you a
hunting experience with a “South of
The Border” flair, traditional Mexican
charm and hospitality. Family-owned
and operated, El Palomar has over
30 years of experience in
providing quality hunting for
smaller groups of shooters,
on over 100,000 acres. Wing-
shooters can enjoy shooting
whitewing and mourning
dove, blue pigeon, quail and duck.

El Palomar can be found 400 miles
south of the Arizona border. El Palomar
is situated among mesquite trees and
cactus, with six guest rooms each
with private bath and fireplace, main
lodge and pool. Gourmet dining.

Felipe Acosta
PO Box 820, Ennis, MT 59729
Ph: 520-885-1601
E-mail: repalomar@hotmail.com
Mexico Tel: 011-52-647-428-0182

RANCHO MESCALERO
Mexico Winter — Dove special
Hunts — three days and two nights
$1,295 p/p.
Available dates — Please call.
800-635-1594
John Martinez

BIRD HUNTERS AFRICA
SINCE 1986
The best Africa can offer in South Africa
and Botswana — ducks and geese
over decoys, pointed and driven
francolin, driven guineafowl, doves,
pigeons and sandgrouse. Top class
lodgings. Check out our reports filed
with theBird Hunting Reportthey tell it
how itis. Trips start at $3,650, including
airfare ex-Atlanta or New York.

Contact: Trek International: Tel: 800-
654-9915 or direct Bird Hunters Africa:
Tel: 011-27-3421-23624 or
E-mail: gamehunt@trustnet.co.za for a
brochure and video.

www.info@internationaladventure.com
E-mail:
info@internationaladventure.com
MEXICO: Sinalopato Duck &
Dove Club

Five-star accommodations — All-inclusive,

airboat-assisted duck hunts on private

45,000- and 28,000-acre marshes. Hot-

barreled hunts for whitewing and

mourning dove.

Business and conference facilities availablp.

www.Sinalopato.com/BHR

ARGENTINA: Estancia Los Chanares
Five-star accommodations and meals on
private 10,000-acre ranch with more
than 20 million doves. Five-to 15 minute
ride on property to shooting grounds.
www.DoveHunting.us/BHR

PARAGUAY = PIGEONS. PERIOD

No other country can challenge our

claim to be the pigeon capital of the world.

Pigeons by the millions.
Big, fast flying, Picazuro pigeons.
The ultimate wingshooting challenge.

APRIL THROUGH JUNE ONLY

Take your 2003 calendar out and book
direct with the first and best in Paraguay

FORESTOURS
Friendly, knowledgeable bilingual host
Special all-inclusive packages
FAX 011-595-21-21-17-57
E-Mail: wingshooting@forestours.com
and xifra@conexion.com.py
WWW. FORESTOURS.COM

ARGENTINA EXPEDITIONS
Super special — November and December
Cordoba Doves — Four-day hunt
Trip fee $2,230 from Miami
And 500 free shells per day
Book now — Departure days
Saturday, Monday and Thursday
Argentina Expeditions
Ph: 011-54-11-4759-7396
E-mail:
argentiaexpeditions@fullcom.com.ar

Global Sporting Safaris, Inc,
Worldwide Wingshooting & Fishing Safaris
Tel.: 307-235-4650, Ext. 20
BHR@GSSafaris.com
http://www.GSSafaris.com

DUCKS — DUCKS - DUCKS!
Cozy lodge, great food and thousands
of ducks on three private ranches near

Rockport, Texas. Afternoon bay fishing
and trophy deer hunts available.
Circle H Outfitters
Ph: 281-535-1930
www.circleh.org
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The
Upland Almanac
For the Bird Hunting Enthusiast
(previously published aghe Grouse Point
Almanag
A glossy, colorful quarterly publication
featuring expanded North American
as well as overseas destinations, regula
columns on fine shotguns, culinary secrets
dog handling and much more!
Contact us for a Free Trial Copy!
PO Box 70, Fairfax, VT 05454 USA
Ph: 802-849-9000
www.uplandalmanac.com

ARGENTINA DUCK HUNTERS
Special for 2003
Four Hunters required per group
May — June — July — August
Three days or six hunts
$1,100 per hunter

Joe Abbott Tours
2613 Country Valley Rd
Garland, TX 75043
Ph: 972-840-1935
Fax: 972-278-6314
E-mail: easyabbott@yahoo.com

inffo@uplandalmanac.com

COLORADO
STILLWATER
Colorado’s #1 Canada goose hunting
outfitter. Fully guided and outfitted. Five-
bird limit. Exclusive access to 25 farms,
decoy hunting from spacious pit blinds.
Nov. through mid-Feb.
Video and references upon request.
Lic. #1295
www.stillh2ofowl.com
Call 303-659-8665
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ARGENTINA — BOLIVIA — MEXICO
PARAGUAY — URUGUAY - AFRICA
Doves-Ducks-Geese-Quail-Perdiz

Texas Quail — “The Best”

H & H Safaris
Southern Cross Adventures
Bob Hallette
888-266-0001
hhsafari@sbcglobal.net

Incomparable Wingshooting in Mexico
Free Video, Free Shells!

Located in the heart of old Mexico’s

endorsed Rancho Caracol

duck hunting.

Luxurious accommodations on our

WILD WINGS ARGENTINA

exclusive marsh and grain fields.

service at six private estancias.

Dove Special $300/Day

Sept. through Feb. three day min.
Five-hunter minimum.

Paraguay: exclusive pigeon

Roger Anderson, Parana River Ltd
Tel.: 804-693-3774 Fax: 804-693-7916
Int’l: 011-54-3327481-383 Tel./Fax
E-mail: wingsarqg@aol.com

mmedus@netben.com.ar

World-class shooting with Miguel Medus.
Shoot ducks, doves, pigeons, perdiz ove

Enjoy four-star accommodations, food an

HIGH ADVENTURE COMPANY

Owners of the world’s finest collection

of wingshooting lodges from
Africa to Argentina.

Africa
SHOZHALOZA is South Africa’s premier
Wingshooting destination. Francolin ove
imported English pointers, driven
guinea fowl and decoying ducks and
geese...often on the same day.
Combine this with high volume dove and
rock pigeon shooting, and you have an
awesome destination. Shozhaloza is
American owned, and provides the
finest in food and accommodations to ga
along with the outstanding shooting
program. All inclusive, including air from
Atlanta or New York from $4,895.

Argentina

The very finest high volume dove

operation in Argentina. Period!

World-class accommodations, unequaled
service, and millions of birds within a

20-minute drive.
Dove-Duck-Perdiz
Cast-and-blast specialists.
Adding trout or golden dorado.

family-owned, 11,000-acre property
include private rooms, pool,

hot tub, gourmet cuisine and

private fishing lake.

All packages include ground

transportation from Harlingen, Texas,

lodging, meals, premium brand

liquor, licenses, professional guides,

=

=y

use of our top line Beretta
guns. Compare the rest, then come
hunt with us. We promise you a truly
unforgettable experience.

Call today for &REE VIDEO, planning
kit and reference list. Mention tigerd
Hunting Reporand geFREE SHELLS
during your visit.

Tel: 888-246-3164

44 West Jefferson Street, Suite D
Brownsville, TX 78520
dean@ranchocaracol.com

FREE ARGENTINA DOVE HUNT
Enjoy the hottest wingshooting action
ever captured on film. Shooters take
1000’s of doves each day and 100+ duck
in one day! See the action in our video
Ultimate Wingshooting Argentina.
In addition, win a free Argentina dove
hunt, which includes: airfare -Miami to
Buenos Aires, three days of dove hunting
meals/lodging and 1,000 shotgun shells
Entry form included with delivery of
your video. Or register by sending a
stamped self-addressed envelope to the
address below. To order the video, send
check or money order ($19.95 VHS or
$24.95 DVD + $4.95 S&H) toTahoe
Films, Ltd., Dept. TBR, P.O. Box 725,
Lincoln, MT 59639. Or order on the web
(Am Ex, Visa or MC) at
http://www.thehuntinglegacy.com No
purchase necessary to enter contest. Voigd
where prohibited by law. Complete contegt
rules on website.

If you expect the very best, you have
found the right operation. There is a
difference; see why so many groups repeft.

Contact John Burrell 800-999-7180
www.highadventurecompany.com

SCOTLAND - Driven Wingshooting

Top drawer weeklong programmes, all-
inclusive packages eg 1,000 head in the

week, £5,000.
References available
Details: www.mortlachsporting.co.uk
Fax: +44 1466 720 225
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teeming Soto de la Marina Valley, Orvis-

offers access to over 500,000 acres of
unparalleled white-winged dove, quail and

dogs, game cleaning and packaging and

FLORIDA
- SPECIAL SEASONS -
Wild Mallards Nov. 10 — Mar. 2
Qualil, Pheasant, Chukar
Oct. 1 - Mar. 14

Osceola Turkey Mar. 15 — Apr. 22
Cracker Swamp Preserve

Ph: 386-328-6111
Web: www.crackerswamp.com

SASKATCHEWAN RIVER
HUNTING CAMPS LTD

306-374-3223
www.saskatchewanbirdhunting.com

ARGENTINA
Cordoba Doves
Hunt 2 to 10 minutes from the lodge
5 days, 4 nights, 8 hunts
Includes 2,500 rounds ammo, license
food, lodging, open bar.
As low as $1,990 year round.

Doves, Ducks, Pigeons, Perdiz,
Golden Dorado

7 full days hunting, 14 hunts

Includes 3,500 rounds ammo, food,

lodging, open bar.

As low as $4,500

Red Stag and Russian Boar
5 days hunting
Includes food, lodging, open bar

As low as $4,000

Trout - Chile/Argentina
Five full fishing days, food,
lodging, open bar.

As low as $3,500

Mexico - Hermosillo
Doves, Ducks, Geese, Qualil
Includes food, lodging
As low as $1,650
**Junior hunters, 18 years and

younger 1/2 price.

Desert Mulies, Coues Deer, Desert Ram
Gould Turkeys, Wild pheasants
Call for details

Canada - Saskachewan
Sept. 1 - Oct. 24
New for 2003
Spring Snow Goose Hunt - 20-Bird Limit
April 1 - May 4
Includes food, lodging, license & bird prep

5 hunts - $1,450, 11 hunts - $2,500

Neal's
Office 209-854-6991
Fax 209-854-6372
E-mail: neals@inreach.com
Web Page: nealsbirdhunting.com

North America’s best migratory flyway.

D
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